THE  CHILDREN   OF   MOSUL

astonished at being chastised, that to this day he has
been a changed boy, and much more bearable in his
home life,

Another instance of the way the boys are spoilt
A woman and her daughter, a little girl of about
eight years, were sitting in their verandah one day
behind a pile of cotton which had just been efi fluffed "
by the man whose work it is to fluff cotton. The
son of the woman, a boy of seven, thought it would
be great fun to set a light to this cotton, which he
promptly did by throwing a lighted match into the
midst of it, with the result that his mother and sister
were burnt to death. I called at the house some
days after, and found the boy who had done this deed
quite a hero in the eyes of the women folk, and far
from being blamed and punished, on the contrary
they were fondling and caressing him more than ever.
I told them I thought the boy was so pleased with
all the attention he was receiving, that very likely
he would do the same thing again if he had the
opportunity.

Let me give you a short sketch of a child's life,
in order that you may see for yourself something of
their everyday life.

As we are talking of Eastern children, we must
begin with the boy, as he is so much more important
a personage than a mere girl.

A boy's birth is celebrated by great rejoicings and
feastings, and if the family is a well-to-do one, at
least two sheep will be slain and cooked and given to
the poor. Our next-door neighbours were rejoicing
over the birth of a boy a short time ago, and they

thought it necessary to sacrifice three sheep, and for

211